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The Friends
Are Friends Indeed!

Lynn Martin, Library Patron

very time | pass the empty windows of what once was
E the Windham Art Gallery, | want to cry. This art
cooperative seemed a permanent star in the firmament of
Brattleboro’s Main Street.

I suddenly froze as | thought, “What if the same thing
happens to Brooks Memorial Library?” I am in the library
three or four times a week. | use their computers. | use
interlibrary loan. | attend many of the programs in the
library. It’s where my imagination continues to soar. What
if it closed? ... | can’t even contemplate it.

That’s why | urge you to become a Friend of the Library.
With your support, and the support of all your friends and
neighbors, Brooks Library will continue to open its doors. It
will continue to educate your children, your parents, yourself.

There are paintings of General Brattle, George Brooks,
and others all looking down on the Main Room. From the
bookshelves, Virginia Woolf will smile on you. So will
Shakespeare. You will be in good company.

Stop in and talk to one of the librarians. Ask them
about the Friends of Brooks Memorial Library. And join!

December Gallery Walk Book Sale

This year’s Holiday Book Sale begins on Gallery
Walk Friday, December 4, from 10 a.m.to 8 p.m.The
sale continues on Saturday, December 5, from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Shoppers will have additional time to browse,
Monday, December 7, through Saturday, December 19,

during regular library hours.

Come find some good reading at inexpensive prices
just in time for Christmas. Proceeds from the book sale
will go toward matching the Gates Challenge Grant to
upgrade the library’s public use computers.

Mary Azarian Exhibits
Woodcut lllustrations

Lindsay Bellville, Assistant Children’s Librarian

riginal illustrations

by woodcut artist
and Caldecott Medalist
Mary Azarian are on
display through Decem-
ber in the children’s book
illustrators display cabi-
net, in the second-floor
hallway opposite the
Children’s Room. Featured :
work includes illustrations from A Gardener’s Alphabet,
Louisa May & Mr. Thoreau’s Flute, and Snowflake Bentley.

Azarian, who has illustrated more
than 40 books, won the 1999 Caldecott
Medal for Snowflake Bentley, written by
Jacqueline Briggs Martin. Azarian’s
work has been described as “skillfully
carved,” “beautifully composed,” and
“gorgeous woodcuts” with “sophisticated tints and bold
outlines” by literary reviewers in Publishers Weekly, Kirkus
Reviews, and the journal Children’s Literature.

Her most recent collaboration, with children’s book
author Alice B. McGinty, has produced Darwin, a picture
book biography “with glimpses into [Darwin’s] private
journals and letters.” The book chronicles Darwin’s life
from childhood to his voyage on the Beagle through the
publishing of The Origin of Species.

An avid gardener, Azarian derives inspiration from the
gardens that surround her turn-of-the-20th-century
Vermont farmhouse, and many of her works depict flowers
and vegetables. In 1969, she established Farmhouse Press
and began creating woodcut prints, first in black and
white, then adding color by hand-applying water-based
paints. Her prints, books and note cards are available for
purchase through her website, www.maryazarian.com.

SNOWFLAKE BENTLEY




AT THE LIBRARY

Gates Foundation
Opportunity Online
Grant

he library was
Tnotified this
past summer that
itis arecipientin
the final round of
the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation’s Opportu-
nity Online grants to public libraries.
The grant challenges Brooks to raise
$1,950 in 2010 and $3,900 in 2011 to
convince funding authorities and the
community to sustain free public
access to computers and the Internet.

The library is the sole source for
free access to public computers in
Brattleboro. As a recipient of Gates
Foundation grants in two previous
rounds (2001 and 2007), the library
was able to replace 11 of its 2001-
vintage computers in 2008. Six com-
puters, all six years old in 2010, will
be replaced in the current round.

The Opportunity Online hardware
grants are designed to help libraries
sustain their technology and strengthen
their capacity to conduct advocacy
and secure local funding. These match-
ing grants provide an incentive for
libraries to engage the community to
raise funds and communicate the
value of technology in libraries.

The Friends of the Library and the
library’s trustees have planned two
events to raise the needed funds. A
November 13, 2009, benefit concert,
“Teaching the Eye to Hear,” with jazz
artists Chris and David Bakriges,
raised over $2,700. A Trivia Quiz is
planned for a Sunday afternoon in
April 2010, which we hope will put
us well on our way to completing the
second year’s match. Look for more
information on the April Trivia Quiz
in the coming months.
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Brooks Expands
e-Audiobook
Offerings

s you may have read or heard,
A e-books and e-audiobooks have
been clear winners in book sales this
past year. According to the Associa-
tion of American Publishers, e-book
sales in August posted a 189.1 percent
increase for the month, with year-to-
date sales up 177.3 percent.

And e-audiobooks cannot be far
behind. The service is gaining popu-
larity with Brooks Library cardholders,
who made 1,575 audiobook down-
loads through September this year
compared with 453 for the entire
2008 year. To meet this increasing
demand, the library has again joined
with the Green Mountain Library
Consortium to offer a wider selection
of e-audiobooks.

In addition to the 700-plus titles
offered through Listen Up! Vermont’s
OverDrive, library patrons now have
access to more than 2,000 audiobooks
through Recorded Books/Netlibrary’s
OneClick Audio service. More than
1,400 audiobooks are iPod-compatible
from the two sites combined.

The library’s webmaster, Elizabeth
Szczesniak-Johnson, who volunteers
her professional skills, has created an
easy-to-navigate \WWeb page for patrons.
To get started, please go to www.brooks
lib.vt.us and click on the Audiobooks
button.

On the Shelves:
New Magazines

Sharon Reidt, Serials Clerk

The library has added
two new magazines
to its collection in
recent months.
Countryside and Small

Stock Journal (636 COU) can be found
in the mezzanine stacks. A bimonthly
publication, it features heaps of prac-
tical information on living the self-
sufficient lifestyle. Recent issues have
featured articles on topics as diverse
as welding, greenhouse building, and
cooking with ginger. Readers of
Mother Earth News and Grit are highly
encouraged to give this magazine a try.

The library’s other new magazine
is Every Day with Rachel Ray, a monthly
publication that can be
found on the magazine
shelves. It will appeal
both to fans of Ms. Ray,
a Food Network host,
and to those unfamiliar
with her oeuvre. While the magazine
contains lifestyle tips and fashion
advice, the bulk of editorial content
is devoted to food. There are lots of
recipes in each issue, and many of
them are easy, inexpensive to make,
or a combination of the two.

We are glad to be able to offer such
food-rich editorial content to our
patrons, since one of our more popu-
lar magazines, Gourmet, folded as of
its November issue. Those of you who
have come to depend on Gourmet,
fear not! The library still carries lots
of tasty cooking magazines. On the
magazine shelves you can find Bon
Appetit, The Art of Eating, and Food &
Wine. If you go up to the mezzanine,
you will find Cooking Light (641.5 COO),
which is chock full of recipes that are
both healthy and delicious.

Go to Twitter, www.twitter.com/
brookslibraryvt, to learn what’s new
at the library in magazines, books,
and nonprint materials. You can also
get recommendations for good read-
ing and other library news. In addi-
tion, find links to the library’s blogs
and its Twitter account on the right-
hand side of the home page,
www.brooks.lib.vt.us.
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Porter Thayer, Cutting Ice, c. 1908-1914

The Porter Thayer
Photography
Collection

Jessica Weitz, Technical Services Assistant

orter Thayer was a local photogra-
Ppher who used a 5x7 view camera
to document southeastern Vermont
life in the early part of the 20th cen-
tury. He held the role of “town
photographer,” a common profession
at the turn of the last century, when
individual families did not own
cameras. His images show all aspects
of early-20th-century Vermont—
portraits of families, town events, rural
and town landscapes, and images of
local businesses and occupations.

The library houses the most
comprehensive collection of Thayer’s
work. The collection includes a com-
plete index of his images, available
for viewing on microfilm. The copy
negative and prints are also housed
at the library; these can be viewed
with special permission from the
library director.

As part of my graduate work
toward a master’s degree in library
science, | have begun to digitize and
catalog the Thayer collection of some
1,200 images. The goal is to provide
more public access to the collection
through an online catalog. The first
stage of the digital image library will
be completed this fall. Then a grant
will be needed to complete the
process for the remaining images.
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For more information about digi-
tizing the Thayer collection, please
contact me at jessica@brooks.lib.vt.us.

Ten More Wonders
of the Website

Jeanne Walsh, Reference Librarian

while back, we highlighted ten

terrific resources accessible from
the Brooks Memorial Library website
—but ten was not enough! Grab your
library card and visit www.brooks.lib
.vt.us to explore these other interest-
ing possibilities:

Quickly assemble all the articles,
statistics, radio transcripts, and
reference book entries you need for
your school paper on a controversial
issue: Choose Resources - News-
papers & current events - Opposing
Viewpoints. Choose a
subject link, such as
Population Growth,
Affirmative Action, or Genetic
Engineering, or search for your topic
by keyword.

Find the most recent book by your
favorite author in the library’s collec-
tion: Choose Catalog — Browse -
Authors. Search for last name only;
you’'re less likely to run into trouble
that way. If we have books by your
author, you will see a link to his or
her full name in the result list; click
to see all the titles the library owns.
To find the most recent title, look for
the box that says “Sort results by”
and choose “Publication Date” from
the drop-down menu.

Download audiobooks to your
MP3 player or other portable device:
Choose Audiobooks and follow the
links for news and instructions. You
will have to
download
some free
software to
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your computer before choosing
audiobooks to export to your player.
Not all titles are compatible with all
devices, but there is a good selection
for both PC and Mac products,
including the iPod. Call us for help if
you need it: 802-254-5290 x109.

Search the U.S. P
Census, 1790-1930, by !
name, state, birthplace,
and other parameters:
Choose Resources = Local History &
Genealogy — Heritage Quest. “Search
Census” is the first option. Your
search will lead you to facsimiles of
the original handwritten census
intake forms.

Find biographical
profiles, articles, and
mini-bibliographies
—— about pharaohs, saints,
robber barons, supermodels, and other
fascinating characters, past and present:
Choose Resources — Biography —
Wilson Web biography database.

Learn how to maintain your own
car: Choose Resources — Do it your-
self = Auto Repair Reference Center.
Click on the year, make, and model,
and then choose Repair Procedures,
which opens up folders
on the left side of the
screen. Choose the General
Maintenance folder. Not
all makes and models have general
maintenance information, but most
do—and they’re illustrated.

Request an interlibrary loan
without leaving your cozy chair:
Choose Resources and scroll down to
the “Useful Links” section; you will
find a link to an online form called
Request an Interlibrary Loan.

Renew all your checked-out
library items, still without leaving
your cozy chair: Choose My Account
and type in your library card number
and PIN (usually the last four digits
of your phone number). Click the
boxes for what you continued on page 9




PROGRAMS For updates on programs, visit www.brooks .lib.vt.us and click on the link: ::;‘I;n

First Wednesdays Lectures

ur fourth season of collaboration with the Vermont

O Humanities Council rolls into 2010 with a varied
lineup of speakers. We thank our 2009- 2010 sponsors for
help in funding these lifelong learning programs. They are
the Friends of Brooks Memorial Library, Entergy-Vermont,
Brattleboro Savings & Loan, and the Windham World
Affairs Council of Vermont.

As usual, all programs begin at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of the month. Except as noted, all are held on
the main floor of the library.

On January 6,Dartmouth College art
historian Jane Carroll will give a talk titled
Projecting Leadership: Art Used for Political
Ends. Smart rulers have long known that
art can create myths more powerful than
reality. Dr. Carroll examines such art,
including recent American examples.

On February 3, the library will host Dartmouth
College anthropology professor Sienna Craig, who will
speak about her book, Horses Like Lightning: A Story of
Passage Through the Himalayas. Craig recounts her years
spent living in the Himalayan kingdom of Mustang, Nepal.
What began as a study-abroad adventure for a horse girl
from California evolved into an evocative portrait of one
of the world’s most remote locales.

On March 3, join renowned film-
maker Ken Burns at the Latchis Theatre
for a discussion of his latest documentary,
The National Parks: America’s Best Idea, a
history of the national parks that focuses
on the contributions of a diverse group of
so-called ordinary Americans. This program is sponsored
by Dakin & Benelli, P.C., of Chester, Vt.

Martin Luther King
Birthday Lecture

Telling It Like It Is: The Underground
Railroad at the Rokeby Museum

n Saturday, January 16, at 2 p.m., Rokeby Museum

director Jane Williams will describe how our under-
standing of the Underground Railroad at Rokeby evolved,
from the stories told by the third and fourth generations of
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the family to the history discovered when
family letters were studied for the first time.
CD recordings of abolitionist speeches will
also be played.

Rowland Thomas and Rachel Gilpin
Robinson were devout Quakers and radical
abolitionists, and they harbored many fugitive slaves at
their family home and farm during the decades of the 1830s
and 1840s. Among the thousands of letters in the family’s
correspondence collection are several that mention fugitive
slaves by name and in some detail.

Located in Ferrisburgh, Vt., the Rokeby Museum is
one of the best-documented Underground Railroad sites
in the country. It was designated a National Historic
Landmark by the National Park Service in 1997 in recog-
nition of its outstanding history.

Overland
from Yunnan
to Lhasa
in Slides and
Stories

n Wednesday, January 20, at 7 p.m., in the library’s

Meeting Room, join Landmark College professor and
photographer Gene Parulis as he takes us from Kunming,
bustling capital of China’s Yunnan province, north and
west up into the dizzying gorges of four of Asia’s great
rivers—the Yangtze, the Mekong, the Salween, and the
Brahmaputra—to Lhasa, Tibet’s fabled but troubled capital.
Along the way we’ll visit monasteries, high passes, glaciers,
sacred lakes, old villages, new towns, and cities. The pres-
entation considers people and culture, geography, history,
Buddhism, and the crucial role of hydropower in current
Chinese-Tibetan affairs.

Draksum-Tso, Tibet

The Poetry and Sculpture of
Ancient Mesopotamia

Lectures by Christina Gibbons

Ithough 19th-century archaeologists were working in
both Egypt and Mesopotamia at the same time, artifacts
from the area between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, the

so-called “Cradle of Civilization,” are less well known.
continued on page 8
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What Brooks Memorial
Library Does for VAL

Mary Ide, Vermont Adult Learning Regional Manager

or over 40 years, Vermont Adult Learning (VAL) has

been providing educational services to adult learners
in Windham County. Brooks Memorial Library has
always been the “go to” place for students from VAL
to support their independent learning and study. In
addition, the library provides accessible and unique
teaching resources for VAL instructors to use in their
classes. These are but two of the many ways VAL students
and teachers know that Brooks Memorial Library is there
for them, as a cornucopia of resources and ready reference.

This past year, Reference Librarian Jeanne Walsh
conducted two major workshops for VAL teachers, one
on Internet search techniques and the other on successful
navigation of selected online reference sites. The library
staff regularly gives tours to VAL students in our English
Language Learning (ELL) program, introducing them to
the American free public library, including the Children’s
Room and its wonderful programs.

Many of our students do not have computers. The
library is the place where they can go to use a computer
to research papers they are writing, to look for jobs
online, or to use e-mail to keep in touch with friends and
family.

Many adult learners who come to VAL have never
been to a public library. It is not uncommon for them to
tell us, after their first visit to Brooks, that they had felt
very welcomed, and that they suddenly realized what a
gold mine they had found once they walked through
that open door.

The Windham County Learning Center of Vermont
Adult Learning is located at 98 Birge Street in Brattleboro.
Visit the website at www.vtadultlearning.org/html/windham
.shtml or phone 802-257-9449.

..K
VERMONT ADULT LEARNING
A member of
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Thoughts about Our
Library and Its “Friends”

Vidda Crochetta, Friends President

ur community is always welcome at Brooks

Memorial Library. The library staff, trustees,
volunteers, and Friends of the Library compose a core
dedicated to providing the very best there is to minds
eager to tap into the deep well of information available
on nearly any subject.

But Brooks Library is more than a collection of
books. It is a place for citizens to gather and exchange
ideas through public lectures and discussions. It is also
a venue for viewing art by local artists, both contempo-
rary and historical. Most of all, it is the center where
the public has unfettered access to explore whatever it
has on its mind by using a technologically advanced
classification system.

The art of preserving and disseminating collected
text has come a long way from the days of handmade
marks on clay tablets, papyrus, waxed boards, parch-
ment, and even printing on cellulose pulp. With the
addition of electronic data to the publishing mix,
libraries offer a greater free communal exchange of
information than ever before.

Brooks Library is, in fact, a social institution. It is
a peaceful, civic and civil haven for anyone seeking
wisdom, enjoyment, or just the quiet company others.
Yet its impact extends beyond the walls of the building.
Brooks Library is our athenaeum that gives us a sense
of continuity, a sanctuary from the unknowns of a
changing world.

Support for the library is essential to that continuity.
We hope you will join the Friends of Brooks Memorial
Library, individuals whose membership helps keep the
library’s doors and programs open to the community.

New members, and those renewing their Friends
membership for January through December 2010,
can either use the form found on the reverse side of
this page, or stop by the main circulation desk to talk
to library staff and pick up a form, or download the
Friends membership form from the library’s website at
www.brooks.lib.vt.us/pdf/membershipform.pdf.

The library is the heart of the community. You are
our heartbeat.

Winter 2009-2010 e5e



Friends of Brooks Memorial Library
Annual Membership

I want to become a member or renew my membership in the Friends of Brooks
Memorial Library for January through December 2010.

Membership categories [ $10 Student/Senior 0 $50-$99 Sponsor

New O Renewal O 0 $15-%$49 Friend 0 $100+ Benefactor
NAME(S)
please print name(s) as you wish it(them) to appear in acknowledgments
ADDRESS
TOWN STATE ZIP
PHONE ( ) ( )
day evening
E-MAIL(S)
Amount enclosed $ (Any contribution above the $15 Friend membership is

tax deductible.)

Please make checks payable to FRIENDS OF BROOKS MEMORIAL LIBRARY and mail to us at

Brooks Memorial Library, 224 Main Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301.

Volunteer Opportunities

If you would like to help with activities sponsored by the Friends,
please check your preferences below.

O Make refreshments O Set-up and clean-up at annual meeting

O Newsletter mailing 3 Serve on the Friends of the Library
Board

O Annual Book Sale (feel free to [ Write articles for newsletter

check more than one!):
O Presort books into categories O Sell books during the sale

O Publicity O Help with clean-up and disposal
O Set up the day before the sale of unsold books



Holly Jolly Family Craft Time

Sue Meachem, Children’s Room

nce again the holidays are drawing near, and it’s time for
Othe library’s annual Holly Jolly Family Craft Time. Make
plans to join us at the event that is fast becoming a family tradition. This year
we’ll roll up our sleeves and make holiday ornaments, bookmarks, and gift
bags. All craft materials will be provided.

Holly Jolly Family Craft Time will take place in two sessions on Saturday,
December 12, in the Meeting Room on the library’s second floor. The first
session will run from 10 a.m. to noon and the second from noon to 2 p.m.
This event is free and open to children of all ages; children under 6 should be
accompanied by a responsible person. No registration is required—just stop by
and have some fun.

This craft time is sponsored by the Children’s Room and the Friends of
Brooks Memorial Library. For more information, please call the Children’s
Room at 802-254-5290 ext.110.

Volunteers Make a Difference

Therese Marcy, Volunteer Coordinator

olunteers outnumber staff members at the library three to one. They are
V the mainstay of the library’s daily operations. This article highlights some
of the unique jobs performed by volunteers.

If you are unable to attend a library program, you have several opportunities
to catch the event. Thanks to our volunteer Maritza Dominguez, videotapes
of the First Wednesday Lectures and many other library programs are produced
for BCTV and broadcast several times during the weeks following the event.
BCTV has donated some of these programs on DVD to the library’s collection.
They are available for circulation and can be found in the library catalog by
searching “BCTV” as a keyword or subject. Six DVDs are currently available,
and more are in the pipeline.

Patrons unfamiliar with the library building have a hard time finding the
restrooms or the Children’s Room. Often they wander on the mezzanine and

THE BROOKS READER is published three
times a year by the Friends of Brooks Memorial
Library, Brattleboro, Vermont. Editing, design,
and desktop publishing by Judith Bellamy
Editorial Services. Contributors to this issue:
Judith Bellamy, Lindsay Bellville, Jerry Carbone,
Carol Corwin, Vidda Crochetta, Mary Ide,
Therese Marcy, Lynn Martin, Sue Meachem,
Sharon Reidt, Jeanne Walsh, Jessica Weitz.

The Friends is a nonprofit volunteer organi-
zation supporting Brooks Memorial Library
through annual Book Sales; by funding
purchases of materials, equipment, furniture,
and fine arts; by sponsoring children’s
programs and author programs; and by
publishing this newsletter.

2010 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
(January-December): Friend $15-$49;
Student/Senior $10. Membership forms
available at the library’s main desk.

FRIENDS BOARD 2009-10
Vidda Crochetta, President
Mary Ide, Secretary
Frances Gibson, Treasurer
Carol Corwin

Gee Costelloe

Nancy Goldsmith

Michael Hutcheson

Mark Mayer

Joann H. Nichols

Victoria Poulos

Matthew Raptis

NEWSLETTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Vidda Crochetta

Joann H. Nichols

Jerry Carbone

Judith Bellamy

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2009-10
John Ogorzalek, President

Elizabeth Tannenbaum, Vice President
Barbara Brown, Secretary

Stephen Frankel, Treasurer

Sara Glennon

Carol Greenberg

John Nirenberg

Kenneth Vitale

Elizabeth Wohl

stop at the director’s office or call over the railing for directions—usually no more than a minor inconvenience. But in
the event of an emergency, it is essential that no one get lost in the building. James Brisson, a graphic designer from
Williamsville, Vt., has volunteered his professional services to create an Evacuation Plan Map to be posted at ten loca-
tions in the library. The map depicts where YOU are located, the exit route, alarm pull stations, and fire extinguisher
locations. Jim also designed the posters, tickets, bookmarks, and postcards to promote the November 13 benefit concert

“Paris, City of Lights” at the River Garden.

Have you visited www.brooks.lib.vt.us? The website contains a wealth of information, and it is, literally, constantly
changing. The “READ” poster displayed on the home page changes every time you log onto the site. This, along with
weekly updates, widgets, bloglines, RSS feeds, photos, highlights, working links, and general maintenance is the work of
our volunteer webmaster, Elizabeth Szczesniak-Johnson, who has been managing the Brooks Memorial Library web-
site since 2005. At a recent meeting of Windham County librarians, the website received accolades from Amy Howlett, a

consultant for the Vermont Department of Libraries. continued on page 8
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PROGRAMS Ancient Mesopotamia continued from page 4

VOLUNTEERS continued from page 7

In a series of four lectures, Christina
Gibbons will present some spectacular
samples of poetry and sculpture from
Mesopotamia which have been hid-
den for thousands of years and were
uncovered only in the last century.

Gibbons earned a PhD in English
Literature at UMass Amherst and
taught writing for many years in the
Brattleboro area. Recently she has
been lecturing on the history of
reading, writing, and libraries. She is
excited to be presenting the arts of
ancient Mesopotamia, which includes
the civilizations of Sumer, Akkad,
and Babylonia.

Part 1 Wild Cow and Monster: The
Poetry of Ancient Mesopotamia
Wednesdays, February 17 and 24,
2010, 12:30-1:45 p.m. In the land
between the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers, which is present-day Iraq,
there is a rich tradition of old songs
and epics which are little known to
most of us.

February 17 (Snow Date:
February 18) An introduction to the
culture of the area and a reading of
some religious hymns composed
over 4,000 years ago by the world’s
first named author, the priestess
Enheduanna. Copies of the poems
will be provided at the event.

February 24 (Snow Date:
February 25) A reading and discus-
sion of The Epic of Gilgamesh, a heroic
poem describing the
education and trials of
a great mythical king.
The text will be avail-
able beforehand at the
library.

Part 2 The Wingéd Bull: The Sculpture
of Ancient Mesopotamia Lectures are
scheduled for Wednesdays, April 14
and 21, 2010, at 7 p.m.

Winter 2009-2010

oin us in the library’s

Meeting Room on four Wednesdays
in March at 7 p.m. for a Stephen King
Film Series. All the films were made
from King’s novels or short stories
and star such notable actors as Drew
Barrymore, Maria Bello, Johnny Depp,
Timothy Hutton, Joe Mantegna, John
Turturro, and James Woods.

March 10 Cat’s Eye, 1985. Drew Barry-
more and James Woods. Rated PG-13;

92 min. King uses the adventures of
a stray cat to adapt three of his classic
short stories for this exciting thriller.

March 17 Hearts in Atlantis, 2001.
Anthony Hopkins, Hope Davis, David
Morse. Rated PG-13; 101 min. In this
beautifully acted and poignant film,
aphotographer, returning to his home-
town to attend a funeral, thinks back
to a childhood summer when a mys-
terious stranger moves in as a boarder
and strikes up a relationship with him.

March 24 Secret Window, 2004. Johnny
Depp, Maria Bello, John Turturro,
Timothy Hutton. Rated PG-13; 96 min.
Adapted from King’s collection, Four
Past Midnight: “Secret Window, Secret
Garden,” this thriller concerns a
just-divorced writer whose retreat to a
secluded lake house is disturbed by a
psychotic intruder who claims that the
writer has stolen an idea from him.

March 31 Thinner, 1996. Robert John
Burke, Joe Mantegna, Michael
Constantine. Rated R; 92 min. An
extremely overweight, happy-go-
lucky defense attorney with the
perfect family suddenly finds him-
self rapidly becoming thinner and
thinner. The melting man must
unravel the supernatural mystery
before he wastes away to nothing.

Marshall Wheelock, former
president of the library’s Board of
Trustees, is now volunteering to
read aloud at Hilltop House, an
assisted living home. His program
includes poems, short stories, chapter
books, and conversation. It is attract-
ing record numbers of listeners who
enjoy his selections and engaging
voice. Marshall joins his wife,
Veronica, who has been volunteering
since 1995 doing circulation, shelving,
and interlibrary loan.

In August, the staff office was
painted a buttery yellow. Bob Oeser,
a versatile volunteer, tackled the job
one wall at a time. This was no small
feat—done with no disruption of
staff work, except for the laughing
occasioned by Bob’s great sense of
humor. His current project is repairing
the 45 chairs in the meeting room.
Bob does this and many other projects
along with shelving books on the
mezzanine on a weekly basis.

Getting the word out is key to
the success of the many programs
offered at the library. Since May,
Patti Frankel has been volunteering
an average of 15 hours a month help-
ing Library Director Jerry Carbone
keep up with the vast amount of
publicity required to reach a broad
audience.

The library’s bulletin board is
being kept up-to-date by a new
volunteer, Kelly Olivier, who is also
assisting our experienced volunteer
shelf reader, Amelia Hancock, with
the endless job of keeping the library
collection in order.

The library accepts thousands of
book donations that are sorted by
volunteer Elaine Murray in prepara-
tion for the annual book sales. Work-
ing for eight years in a small closet,
thereby earning the title “Closet
Lady,” Elaine has developed a system

continued next page
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On Exhibit

Main Floor

November Brattleboro Camera Club,
black-and-white photographs;
Alzheimer’s quilt

December/January The Gathering
Place, artwork of participants;
Alzheimer’s quilt

February Donna Ditchkus, paintings
and drawings with watercolor

March Student Art Month

Mezzanine cases

November/December Fine Arts Col-
lection: Henrietta Prouty Loud,
paintings, ceramics, bronzes; more
from The Gathering Place

Second-floor Entryway cases

November Brattleboro Mineralogi-
cal Society, The Minerals of Canada

December The Gathering Place,
artwork of participants
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at the Library

January/February Carol Corwin,
antique perfume bottle collection

March Student Art Month

Children’s Book lllustrators
cabinet (second floor)

November/December Mary Azarian,
Vermont woodcut artist and illus-
trator. See the article on the cover.

January/February Putney resident
Anna Dewdney is the author/
illustrator of the popular Llama
Llama series, as well as Grumpy
Gloria, Nobunny’s Perfect, and,
coming in March 2010, Roly Poly
Pangolin.

March/April Lizi Boyd, author/illus-
trator from Norwich, Vt., creates
simple, sturdy books for young
children, such as | Love Daddy,
Black Dog Gets Dressed, and | Love
Grandma.

Collections Sought
for Display

Do you collect vintage greeting
cards? How about antique salt cellars,
or teaspoons? Lace collars, hand-
painted tea cups, small toys, kitchen
implements, keys, election campaign
buttons...? The library’s Fine Arts
committee is seeking collections of
small objects to display in its locked
glass cases on the mezzanine and in
the rear entry hallway.

Displays are on view for one to
three months. Seasonal collections
appropriate for different times of
year are also welcome.

If you have a collection and
would like to help us enhance the
library’s public art program by
showing it, please contact the library
at 802-254-5290.
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